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humble though it may be, in its cleanliness, orderliness, and the
love that he sees and feels about him and for him, will help to
keep his ideals high above the mire of sex degradation.
Of Practical Value. There are a few practical things in
direct connection with our subject that are quite important for
mothers to know. In the first place, there is an advantage in
baby boys' being circumcised. Circumcision assures cleanliness
without handling, and greatly lessens the liability of local irri-
tation. The circumcised baby boy is kept clean without any
special attention more than his regular bath, while the baby boy
who is not circumcised must have the daily drawing back of the
foreskin and the cleansing of the part underneath. This must
continue, and requires a handling that is never necessary when
circumcision has been done. There is either this attention or,
as the result of neglect, a lack of cleanliness with its consequent
irritation. Baby girls in their infant days should be kept clean,
especially inside the tiny mucous folds of the external genitals,
so that adhesions may not form and thus produce sensitiveness
and irritation. If this is given proper attention during the first
six months of the baby girPs life, there is little fear of such
adhesions being formed later with the resulting irritation. And
from this time on, any washing of the parts may be more casual,
•so there may be no special direction of baby's attention to their
sensitiveness. Circumcision of a little girl is rarely advisable.
Occasionally in the case of an older child it is necessary to break
up adhesions that have formed as the result of a lack of proper
care during infancy.
Self-Consciousness. With this purely physical foundation,
we have yet a still more important thing to discuss, and that is
the influence of the mother upon the baby's psychology and self-
consciousness. Many a mother has been the first one to develop
in her child a self-consciousness as regards the sex organs, when
her greatest desire has been to safeguard the child against that
very thing. How has she done this ? She would be horrified at
the thought. Let me tell you. The baby boy lies on his bed;
mother is changing his diaper. His little hand waving about
accidentally touches his genital organ. Mother, with her usual
waste of negative syllables, says "No, no" with more than usual

